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As of early 2026, U.S. immigration law and justice are characterized by a highly restrictive, enforcement-centric approach, resulting in significant legal, humanitarian, and operational challenges. The system is experiencing a “mass deportation playbook" characterized by increased arrests, expanded detention capacity, and stricter, faster asylum processing that often limits due process.
Here is a breakdown of what is currently happening with immigration law and justice in 2026:
Key Enforcement and Policy Trends
1) Mass Deportation Strategy, a "record number of immigrants in detention," 
2) stricter Asylum Policies, including expedited removal processes, and "pre-termination" of asylum cases, where cases are denied before a full hearing; 
3) Interior Enforcement Focus: There is an increased focus on targeting individuals for removal within the U.S. interior, not just at the border.
4) Legal Challenges to Due Process - is facing “a new rule" that limits its review capacity, making” summary dismissals the default" in many cases.
Sanctuary City Conflict: The federal government is targeting “sanctuary jurisdictions" that limit cooperation with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), leading to litigation.
So, with all that being said
Attorney Doyle, talk to me. What’s the matter now? Welcome to the Sentinels Forum on a conversation about immigration and justice. Attorney,
1) I have a pending legal case. Can ICE arrest me for immigration matters?
2) Can a police officer search me, my car, and my house, no matter what the reason?
3) My daughter called the police on me, and DCF accused me of parental and child abuse. Can I be deported with my child as a result of this accusation?
4) I am guilty of domestic violence. Can I be deported?
5) When I am sick, should I seek medical help since I do not have medical insurance?
6) What is “Subject to the jurisdiction thereof. Am I an illegal alien?
7) My child was born here. Can he be deported with me?
8) I have a pending immigration case for TPS, asylum, Residency, and citizenship. I paid the immigration fee. Can I be deported while I have not heard from immigration? 
9) When the police came to the house, why did they ask you to step outside to talk? Should I obey the order? 

